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 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 2 

We warmly welcome you in the name of Jesus!   
We are always glad to have you worship with us. 

If you do not have a regular church home,  
we invite you to make our church home yours. 

† Our worship services are on Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 11:00 AM.  We also invite and 
encourage you to join us in Sunday School and Bible Study at 9:45 AM. 

† Assisted hearing devices, children’s bulletins, and large print service folders are available -- 
please ask an usher for one.  

† While we encourage children to be present in worship, the upstairs cry room opposite the 
elevator is available for you. 

† Our worship services can now be viewed on the church’s Facebook page (live or after the 
service), as well as on our YouTube channel. The Lutheran Hour can be heard on Sundays 
at 9:00 AM at KAWZ (102.7FM). 

 

Prayer before worship: 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 
humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of 
my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for 
the sake of His name.  Amen. 

 
 

AS WE GATHER From the beginning, God implanted His life-creating power into His creation with the 

command “Be fruitful and multiply” to animals (Genesis 1:22) and to humans (1:28), with one important 
difference. You are not an accident or only a product of biology. Every human being is a personal soul. So 
we confess, “I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them” (Small 
Catechism, Creed, Explanation of the First Article). Because of our inherited sin, however, “the soul who 
sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). Nevertheless, God’s design is for life—eternal life. He declares, “I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone” (18:32). Because God so loves you, He sent His Son to take away your sin 
by the shedding of His blood on the cross. Therefore, “we preach Christ crucified, . . . the power of God and 
the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23–24). Christ died to sin for you. By Holy Baptism, you died with Christ 
and are raised to new life in Him. The love of God is yours today by faith in the cross of Jesus Christ. The 
Father’s declaration of Jesus now becomes yours: “My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” 
(Matthew 3:17). 

 
 

D I V I N E  S E R V I C E  S E T T I N G  3  
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Prelude and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 
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Opening Hymn Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure LSB 533 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Ludwig Conrad Allendorf, 1693–1773; tr. Oliver C. Rupprecht, 1903–2000, alt., Tune: Cöthen, c. 1733 

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002236, Tune: Public domain 
 

Please stand. 
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Invocation and Opening Sentences  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20], Psalm 43:4; 124:8; Isaiah 25:9 
 

 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Leader: I will go to the altar of God, 
People: to God my exceeding joy. 
Leader: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
Leader: Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us. 
People: This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His 

salvation. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Leader: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                                                                                                     [Hebrews 10:22] 

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth.                                                                           Psalm 124:8 
Leader: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                            Psalm 32:5 
 

 Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Leader: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, 
and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring 
Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 
Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 
Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.                            Mark 16:16; John 1:12  
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace   Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.    We share the peace of Christ with those around us. 
 
 

Service of the Word 
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Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
  printed music found in LSB on p. 187 
 

Leader: Glory be to God on High, 
ALL: and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee. 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 
Leader: Let us pray. Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 

Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led 
into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   Please be seated. 
 

Anthem—Adult Choir “Laudamus Te” by K. Shaw 
 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
  “I have no pleasure in the death of anyone.” 
  

Reader:  The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall 
no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as 
well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 

  “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? When a righteous person turns away 
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from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has 
done he shall die. Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he 
has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. Because he 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he 
shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is 
not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

  “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be 
your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and 
make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

 

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm   Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 4 

Leader: To you, O LORD, 
People: I lift up my soul. 
Leader: O my God, in you I trust; 
People: let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
Leader: Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
People: they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Leader: Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
People: teach me your paths. 
Leader: Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
People: for you are the God of my salvation; 
 for you I wait all the day long. 

Leader: Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
People: for they have been from of old. 
Leader: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
People: according to your steadfast love remember me, 
 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

Leader: Good and upright is the LORD; 
People: therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
Leader: He leads the humble in what is right, 
People: and teaches the humble his way. 
Leader: All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
People: for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

Epistle Reading Christ’s example of humility. Philippians 2:1–18 
 

Reader:   If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 
in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
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look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind 
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

  Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, 
so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even 
if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am 
glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!   Please stand in reverence to the Gospel.   
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel The authority of Jesus is challenged. Matthew 21:23–32 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

  
Pastor:  When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you 
one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I 
do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 

  “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he 
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answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and 
believe him.”  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Apostle’s Creed 
 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen.    

 

Please be seated.    
 

Hymn of the Day  “As Surely as I Live,” God Said LSB 614 
Please stand for final Trinitarian verse.  D 
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5  The words which absolution give 
Are His who died that we might live; 
The minister whom Christ has sent 
Is but His humble instrument. 

 

6  When ministers lay on their hands, 
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 
He who by grace the Word believes 
The purchase of His blood receives. 

 

7  All praise to You, O Christ, shall be 
For absolution full and free, 
In which You show Your richest grace; 
From false indulgence guard our race. 

 

D 8  Praise God the Father and the Son 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
As was, is now, and so shall be 
World without end, eternally! 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707, Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon   Matthew 21:23–32 
 

Offering During this time, we invite you to sign and pass the Friendship Book.  All communicants 
are invited to read and prayerfully consider the following. 

 
 

We believe that... 
†     Holy Communion is a Sacrament since it was instituted by Christ Himself. 
†     We are truly worthy and well prepared to partake of Holy Communion when we repent of our 

sins and have faith in these words, “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” 
†     We receive the bread and wine and the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ when, 

as repentant, true believers we partake of Holy Communion.    
 

Our Savior Lutheran Church practices close communion. 
What does this mean? 

Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to commune 
with us. If you are not a confirmed member of our church or one of our sister 
congregations, we encourage you to speak to the pastor about preparing to participate in 
communion at Our Savior.  
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† Children and those not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing (indicated by 
folded hands), or to remain seated for individual prayer.  When the wine is offered, 
communicants have the choice of an individual cup or the common cup.  Individual cups 
containing DARK WINE are alcohol-free for those with medical need only, please. 

 

Please stand. 
 

Offertory Create in Me printed music found in LSB on p. 192 

ALL: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  
Amen.                                                                                                                                                               Psalm 51:10-12 

 

Prayer of the Church  [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

 After each petition: 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The prayers conclude: 
Pastor: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us for the sake of Him 

who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface  2 Timothy 4:22, [Colossians 3:1], [Psalm 136] 
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Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of 
a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the 
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy printed music found in LSB on p. 195 
ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.                                      Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

    Sabaoth (SAH-bay-oath) is Hebrew for “heavenly hosts.” 
    Hosanna is a Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now.” 
 

Lord's Prayer The first section is chanted by the pastor. Matthew 6:9-13 
Pastor: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord  Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-25 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is 

My T body given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me." 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me." 

 

Pax Domini  John 20:19 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God printed music found in LSB on p. 198 
ALL: O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
grant us Thy peace.  Amen.                                                                                 John 1:29 

 

Distribution Please be seated.  If you are communing, please come forward at the bidding of the ushers. 
 

Distribution Anthem Jesus Took the Cup by H. Hopson 
 

Distribution Hymn I Leave All Things to God’s Direction LSB 719 

 

 

 

 
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt., Tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 

Text and tune: Public domain 
  

Please stand.  
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Nunc Dimittis Song of Simeon printed music found in LSB on p. 199 
 

ALL: Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                 Luke 2:29-32 

 

Thanksgiving  Psalm 107:1 
  

 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 
Pastor:  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

   

Salutation and Benedicamus 
 

 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

                                                    [Psalm 103:1] 
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Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

 

 

 

  
 

Closing Hymn Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor LSB 534 
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Text: George H. Bourne, 1840–1925, alt., Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Postlude 
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Our mission is to teach, love, and connect...teach all ages about Jesus, love one 
another as God loves us, and connect with others in a hurting world. 

 

Readings for next Sunday, 10/4: 
Isaiah 5:1–7 

Psalm 80:7–19 
Philippians 3:4b–14 
Matthew 21:33–46 


